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Weaving narratives with gendered analysis and historiography of Mexicans in the 
Midwest, Mexican Women and the Other Side of Immigration examines the unique 
transnational community created between San Ignacio Cerro Gordo, Jalisco, 
and Detroit, Michigan, in the last three decades of the twentieth century, assert-
ing that both the community of origin and the receiving community are integral 
to an immigrant’s everyday life, though the manifestations of this are rife with 
contradictions.
	 Exploring the challenges faced by this population since the inception of the Bra-
cero Program in 1942 in constantly recreating, adapting, accommodating, shaping, 
and creating new meanings of their environments, Luz María Gordillo emphasizes 
the gender-specific aspects of these situations. While other studies of Mexican 
transnational identity focus on social institutions, Gordillo’s work introduces the 
concept of transnational sexualities, particularly the social construction of working-
class sexuality. Her findings indicate that many female San Ignacians shattered ste-
reotypes, transgressing traditionally male roles while their husbands lived abroad. 
When the women themselves immigrated as well, these transgressions facilitated 
their adaptation in Detroit. Placed within the larger context of globalization, Mexi-
can Women and the Other Side of Immigration is a timely excavation of oral histo-
ries, archival documents, and the remnants of three decades of memory.

LUZ MARÍA GORDILLO  is Assistant Professor of Women’s Studies at Washington 
State University in Vancouver.
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Also of interest

Rancheros in Chicagoacán
Language and Identity in a Transnational 

Community
By Marcia Farr

Marcia Farr studied, over the course of fifteen 
years, a transnational community of Mexican 
ranchero families living both in Chicago and in 
their village-of-origin in Michoacán, Mexico. For 
this ethnolinguistic portrait, she focuses on three 
culturally salient styles of speaking that character-
ize rancheros: franqueza (candid, frank speech); 
respeto (respectful speech); and relajo (humorous, 
disruptive language that allows artful verbal cri-
tique of the social order maintained through res-
peto). She studies the construction of local identity 
through a community’s daily talk, and provides 
the first book-length examination of  
language and identity in transnational Mexicans.
	 In addition, Farr includes information on the 
history of rancheros in Mexico, available for the 
first time in English, as well as an analysis of the 
racial discourse of rancheros within the context of 
the history of race and ethnicity in Mexico and the 
United States. This work provides groundbreaking 
insight into the lives of rancheros, particularly as 
seen from their own perspectives.

ISBN 978-0-292-71483-0,  paperback

Also of interest

Apple Pie and Enchiladas
Latino Newcomers in the Rural Midwest

By Ann V. Millard and Jorge Chapa,  
with Catalina Burillo, Ken R. Crane,  

Isidore Flores, Jeremy Hogan, 
Maríalena D. Jefferds, Eileen Diaz 

McConnell, Refugio I. Rochín,  
and Rogelio Saenz

The sudden influx of significant numbers of Lati-
nos to the rural Midwest stems from the recruit-
ment of workers by food processing plants and 
small factories springing up in rural areas. Mostly 
they work at back-breaking jobs that local resi-
dents are not willing to take because of the low 
wages and few benefits. The region has become the 
scene of dramatic change involving major issues 
facing our country—the intertwining of ethnic dif-
ferences, prejudice, and poverty; the social impact 
of a low-wage workforce resulting from corporate 
transformations; and public policy questions deal-
ing with economic development, taxation, and wel-
fare payments. In this thorough multidisciplinary 
study, the authors explore both sides of this ethnic 
divide and provide the first volume to focus com-
prehensively on Latinos in the region by linking 
demographic and qualitative analysis to describe 
what brings Latinos to the area and how they are 
being accommodated in their new communities.

ISBN 978-0-292-70568-5, paperback
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