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Weston School and Winn Barn Listed in the National Register of Historic Places
The Weston School and Winn Barn in the Weston area are Oregon’s latest entries in the National Register of Historic Places.

Centrally located at the top of a steep hill in the city of Weston, the grounds of Weston School have served in a range of educational capacities throughout the late nineteenth and twentieth centuries. Buildings on the grounds of Weston School date from as early as 1882 and have been home to the Weston Methodist Academy, the Eastern Oregon State Normal School, and several local public schools. The site has been used as a local public school since 1911, when the local high school moved into the old Eastern Oregon State Normal School building. A new school building constructed of brick during 1926-27 housed students of both Weston Grade School and Weston High School for many years before consolidation with nearby Athena in 1973. Since the late nineteenth century, additions to existing structures and new buildings were added to the grounds to accommodate growth in the school’s student population. These multiple buildings are the best and only remaining in the community to convey the property’s important association with education in Weston. 
Located just north of Weston, the Winn Barn is a gothic-arch roof, two-story barn that is regarded as an impressive architectural fixture within the greater Weston community. Constructed in 1916, the barn is the best-known and an outstanding example of early sawed-rafter gothic-arch roof construction in Umatilla County. The construction of the Winn Barn in 1916 was the result of years of agricultural engineering experimentation in barn roof construction during the early twentieth century as well as public education by state agricultural colleges and agricultural extension services supported by the passage of key United States legislation for the study of improved agricultural practices. An early example of modern gothic-arch roof design, the Winn Barn’s construction at an early date foreshadowed the popularity of the gothic-arch roof barn design in the coming decades. With its ability to provide the maximum amount of storage space coupled with unfettered access around the barn’s loft, the gothic-arch roof barn design quickly proved extremely popular among farmers across the United States through the 1940s.
Oregon’s State Advisory Committee on Historic Preservation recommended the buildings’ nominations in October 2011. Both the Weston School and Winn Barn join 15 other Weston properties listed in the National Register, which is maintained by the National Park Service under the authority of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966.
More information about the National Register and recent Oregon listings is online at www.oregonheritage.org (click on “National Register” at left of page).









