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National Weather Service issues winter weather advisory for snow
(Portland, Ore.) – At a news conference this morning, the Portland Bureau of Transportation (PBOT) and its partners at the Oregon Department of Transportation (ODOT) and TriMet urged everyone to be prepared for winter weather and hazardous travel conditions this weekend and early next week. The National Weather Service has issued a winter weather advisory for snow, predicting that a storm front headed into the region tonight through tomorrow night may bring temperatures cold enough to result in snow on the valley floor, a few inches above 500 feet, and several inches in the Cascades. The traveling public is advised to be prepared for snow covered roads and sidewalks,  limited visibility, and black ice.  
Mayor Sam Adams advised the public to prepare their homes, vehicles, and families for winter weather. “Essential equipment for everyone is a snow shovel, de-icing granules, and traction devices,” Adams said. He also directed the public to the website www.PublicAlerts.org for information on the latest forecast, transit schedules, service alerts and road conditions.
PBOT, ODOT and TriMet snow and ice crews are on standby, monitoring conditions and ready to deploy as needed. Extra City crews tonight through Tuesday night will patrol routes and plow, sand, or de-ice as needed. When conditions are drier overnight, crews will apply anti-icing chemical to bridges, overpasses, steep hills, and known trouble spots around the city to prevent ice from forming and snow from sticking to the pavement. 

TriMet advised transit users that some buses will be chained up and others with automatic, drop-down chains will be routed to higher elevation areas as needed. For safety reasons, some buses may have to operate on snow routes or be canceled, and chained buses have to travel slower. For service alerts, check trimet.org or call 503-238-RIDE (7433). And dress warmly!

ODOT advised weekend travelers headed into higher elevations to carry chains and be prepared to use them as conditions can change quickly and without warning, making travel unpredictable.

When temperatures drop below freezing, any wet streets in the region may freeze, making black ice a potential. Motorists and bicyclists should be especially careful on bridges, overpasses, shady spots and streets that wind around rivers because these areas will freeze first. Pedestrians should be extra cautious crossing streets. 
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