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January 16, 2012

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
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Portland Bureau of Transportation
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City urges commuters to prepare for wintry weather Tuesday and Wednesday
(Portland, Ore.) – The National Weather Service is predicting that snow showers will increase tonight and early Tuesday morning, continue Tuesday afternoon, and spread more precipitation across the region Tuesday night and Wednesday. Temperatures may be cold enough for one to three inches of snow and possible sleet or freezing rain down to the valley floor. The public is advised to be prepared for ice and snow covered roads and sidewalks, limited visibility, and strong east winds that may impact travel and make Tuesday and Wednesday commutes hazardous. 
Mayor Sam Adams advises everyone to prepare now and be ready for the next storm system headed into the Portland Metro region. “Be alert and continue to monitor the latest forecasts. Conditions can change quickly. Plan to take transit Tuesday and Wednesday if possible. Do not drive on snowy, slushy, or icy streets. If you must drive, delay your trip until conditions improve and be ready to use chains, especially in elevations above 500 feet." The website www.PublicAlerts.org provides information on forecasts, transit schedules, service alerts, road conditions, warming shelters and other services for vulnerable populations.
Wind gusts forecasted mainly for East Portland and near the Columbia Gorge may bring fallen trees, branches, and power lines in streets and yards. Citizens are advised to report debris, mud, rocks, trees, or branches blocking a road or sidewalk in Portland by calling 503-823-1700 and report a downed power line by calling PGE at 503-464-7777. Do not try to free power lines or remove tree limbs from lines by yourself.

When temperatures drop below freezing, any wet streets in the region may freeze, making black ice a potential. Motorists and bicyclists should be especially careful on bridges, overpasses, shady spots and streets that wind around rivers because these areas will freeze first and thaw last. Slow down, give yourself more time, turn on your lights, and allow more stopping distance. Bicyclists and pedestrians should be extra cautious crossing streets and make sure you can see and be seen.

City crews have been applying anti-icing chemical overnight all weekend to bridges, overpasses, steep hills, and known trouble spots around the city to prevent ice from forming and snow from sticking to the pavement. As long as rain remains in the forecast, the chemical cannot be applied because the rain will just wash it away. Crews are prepared to transition to snow and ice operations as conditions change.
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