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January 18, 2012

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact:  Cheryl Kuck
Portland Bureau of Transportation

530-823-5909

cheryl.kuck@portlandoregon.gov

Transition from snow to rain creates slushy and slick streets and sidewalks
(Portland, Ore.) – Snowy, slushy and wet conditions continue Wednesday morning as precipitation transitions from snow to rain showers in the Portland Metro area. A variety of snow accumulations ranging from light to several inches created travel hazards overnight that may still impact commuters this morning. The public is advised to be alert for changing conditions throughout the city that may make streets and sidewalks snowy, slushy and slick. Continuing rain showers and snow melt today may result in localized street flooding, particularly at intersections.  
Current street closures:

· Northwest Bridge Avenue at Highway 30

· Southwest Macadam at Taylor’s Ferry
· Northwest Cornell Road just west of the first Tunnel

· Southwest Taylor’s Ferry from Macadam Avenue to Terwilliger Boulevard
· Northwest Germantown Road from Bridge Avenue to Skyline Boulevard
· Steel Bridge Pedestrian Gates 

Commuters are advised to be alert, slow down this morning, give yourself more time, turn on your lights, and allow more stopping distance. Bicyclists and pedestrians should be extra cautious crossing streets and make sure you can see and be seen.
Wind gusts forecasted mainly for East Portland and near the Columbia Gorge along with heavy snow melt may bring fallen trees, branches, and power lines in streets and yards. Citizens are advised to report debris, mud, rocks, trees, or branches blocking a road or sidewalk in Portland by calling 503-823-1700 and report a downed power line by calling PGE at 503-464-7777. Do not try to free power lines or remove tree limbs from lines by yourself.

City crews will continue around the clock operations to monitor conditions, patrol routes, and keep roads clear and safe. Transportation's full fleet of 55 trucks equipped with chains, plows and sanders are deployed on major arterials throughout the city. The City's limited resources are focused on bridges, overpasses, emergency response routes, major bus routes and known trouble spots. View the Portland Plow map at www.portlandonline.com/transportation/plowmap for plow routes and elevation information. 

-MORE-

Because conditions can change quickly and without warning, the City recommends Portlanders be prepared and monitor conditions where they are traveling. The site www.PublicAlerts.org provides information on forecasts, transit schedules, service alerts, road conditions, warming shelters and services for vulnerable populations, and other emergency information.
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