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DISCARDED SYRINGES
We were recently contacted by a concerned citizen who found some discarded syringes on the ground in
an area of the county. It is unfortunate we are living in a time when these items are becoming more
common due to the drug abuse epidemic in our country. We want all citizens to feel safe in their
communities, so we offer the following tips if you do find used syringes when you are out and about.
We want to emphasize it is best that you do NOT touch or pick up discarded syringes! Tell children to let
an adult know if they find a syringe.
If you find used syringes,
Do NOT:
1. handle a syringe
2. try to break off, bend or cover the sharp end of a syringe
If you do feel confident, you can follow these steps:
1. find a hard-walled, puncture-proof container with a wide top and a secure lid
2. bring the container to the syringe so you don’t have to carry the syringe
3. place the container on the ground next to the syringe
4. use protective gloves or tongs and carefully pick up the syringe, avoiding the sharp end -do not
recap the needle if the cap has been removed
5. place the syringe in the container, sharp end first
6. if available, secure the lid of the container
7. wash hands with running water and soap
8. place the container in a sharps disposal bin
Managing a needle stick injury:
1. Stay calm
2. Allow the wound to bleed freely
3. Immediately wash the area with running water and soap, then rinse and pat dry
4. Cover with a band-aid or dry dressing
5. As soon as possible, contact your:
 Supervisor (if at work)
 local doctor or hospital
For more information and tips, visit our website at www.lincolncountysheriff.net and Like us on Facebook
at Lincoln County Sheriff’s Office – Oregon.

