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CONVICTED FELON SENTENCED TO OVER 13 YEARS IN PRISON AFTER BEND
POLICE SEIZE LARGE QUANTITY OF METHAMPHETAMINE AND FIREARM
EUGENE, Ore.—Christopher Michael Soares, 35, of Southern Oregon, was sentenced
today to 160 months in federal prison and five years’ supervised release for possessing with the
intent to distribute methamphetamine in Bend, Oregon.
According to court documents, on June 28, 2016, police officers in Bend stopped Soares
while he was driving a vehicle with two other occupants. When officers searched Soares’ person,
they found 99 grams of methamphetamine, 56 grams of heroin and a 9mm firearm. Soares was
later arrested on three separate occasions in Jackson County for additional drug and firearms
offenses.
In September 2016, Soares was charged by federal criminal complaint for the June 2016
incident in Bend. He later pleaded guilty to one count of possession with intent to distribute 50
grams or more of methamphetamine. Facing state and federal charges, the parties, including state
prosecutors in Jackson County, agreed to a global resolution to resolve all of Soares’ pending
criminal cases.
This case was jointly investigated by the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and
Explosives (ATF), Bend Police Department, Medford Police Department and Deschutes County
Sheriff’s Office. It was prosecuted by Nathan J. Lichvarcik, Assistant U.S. Attorney for the
District of Oregon.
The case was brought as part of Project Safe Neighborhoods (PSN). PSN is the
centerpiece of the Department of Justice’s violent crime reduction efforts. PSN is an evidencebased program proven to be effective at reducing violent crime. Through PSN, a broad spectrum
of stakeholders work together to identify the most pressing violent crime problems in the
community and develop comprehensive solutions to address them. As part of this strategy, PSN
focuses enforcement efforts on the most violent offenders and partners with locally based
prevention and reentry programs for lasting reductions in crime.
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