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Coronavirus Panel to Hold Member Briefing on Racial 
Health Disparities in Coronavirus Crisis 

Washington, DC (June 3, 2020) — On Thursday, June 4, 2020, the Select Subcommittee on the Coronavirus Crisis, chaired 
by Rep. James E. Clyburn, will hold a video briefing with doctors and public health experts to examine the impact of the 
coronavirus pandemic on existing racial health disparities and the unequal burden of this public health crisis on 
communities of color.  

This comes as Americans across the nation continue to protest the racial and institutional inequities of this nation, 
including health disparities. People of color, including African Americans, Latinos, and Native Americans, are contracting 
and dying from the coronavirus at disproportionate rates.   

At a Select Subcommittee briefing last week, mayors from across the country highlighted racial disparities in their cities 
during the coronavirus outbreak.  Mayor Keisha Lance Bottoms of Atlanta, Georgia, said that “more than 80% of those 
hospitalized by COVID-19 in Georgia were African American” and noted that the “COVID-19 pandemic has underscored 
racial, health and economic inequities that deserve an urgent and larger national conversation.”  

In April, Congress passed a law requiring the Trump Administration to provide demographic information on the “rates of 
cases, hospitalizations, and deaths as a result of COVID-19.”   In response, the Administration produced a brief report 
that lacked detailed data.  Reporting indicates that race and ethnicity data is missing or unspecified for 48% of 
coronavirus cases and 9% of deaths.   In addition, CDC’s racial data on hospitalizations includes data only from hospitals 
representing 10% of the country’s population.  

CDC has acknowledged the need to “[p]rioritize resources for clinics, private practices, and other organizations that 
serve minority populations.”  Many have raised concerns that the federal government needs to do more to ensure 
communities of color receive adequate public health funding and resources. 

WHAT: Select Subcommittee Member Briefing on “An Unequal Burden:  Addressing Racial Health Disparities in the 
Coronavirus Pandemic” 

WHEN: 12:00 PM ET on Thursday, June 4, 2020 

WHO:     
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WATCH: Livestream will be available on YouTube, the Select Subcommittee website, and the Committee on Oversight 
and Reform website. 
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