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    212 W. 3rd St.  PO BOX 38   Wapato, WA 98951     509-877-4181
                                                                                                        Kelly Garza, Superintendent                


August 26, 2020
        JOINT PRESS RELEASE
Contacts: Mike Balmelli, Community Relations Manager 509-307-4923/509-877-5019                               
    Valley School Districts Collaborate to  
    Promote Kindergarten Registration

Just because the 2020-2021 school year is getting underway this week for Yakima and a few other school districts in the Valley does not mean it is too late to get your kindergarten students enrolled.   

The Communications Directors from the Yakima, West Valley, East Valley, Selah, Grandview, Sunnyside and Wapato School Districts are collaborating on a promotions campaign to remind families to get their kindergarten students registered now.  Even if school is already underway in your district, it is not too late to get kindergarten students enrolled.  Registration/Enrollment information is available on each of the district’s websites or by contacting your school district office.  
There are a variety of reasons why families should take care of the registration process as soon as possible.  One of the most important is allowing districts and their kindergarten teachers as much time as possible to begin building those relationships with students and families that are so essential to the academic success of students.  
Another reason, which became very clear to many districts during last year’s emergency school closure, is the need for nutritious meals.  Many families in our region rely on the breakfast/lunch programs available to students at school.   It is important families are aware that unlike the food services that provided free meals to children of all ages during the emergency school closure last spring, meal programs during this school year will only be available to students enrolled in the district they are attending. Food service programs vary from district to district so families wanting more information should check with their student’s school or district.
Below you will see food service plans a few of the districts in the region will be using during distance learning as we start the 2020-2021 school year.
Grandview School District
 As we approach the new school year in a remote/virtual learning model, we want to assure you that we will continue to support you with school breakfast and school lunch meals. We will have meals delivered throughout the community on buses, similar to the spring and summer model, but there will be a few important differences:

1.
ONLY Grandview School District enrolled students will receive meals.

2.
Students will have to show their GSD issued meal card to receive meals.

3.
We will not have meal sites at our schools.

4.
All meals will be delivered by bus – both in town in along our rural routes.

We are currently working to develop bus routes throughout the community. When these are developed we will post them on the school reopening website and the main district website. We will work to get a schedule posted along with the stops to better prepare you for when to be ready to receive meals. Once these stops are established we will not change them. We want to be more consistent than we were during the spring and summer to make receiving meals easier. 

Meal service for the 2020-2021 school year will begin on Friday, Aug. 28. We will be using Thursday, Aug. 27 as a day to get special meal cards out to all of our enrolled students. 

All meal cards have a barcode, and all elementary meal cards will come with a colorful lanyard. To receive a meal, a meal card will be required. This fall meals will ONLY be served to ENROLLED students. There will be NO exceptions to this rule. This is set in place to assure that we do not have duplicate meals given to students and is a requirement of the State to safeguard the meal programs. 

Menus for breakfast and lunch will be available on the GSD website. We strongly encourage you to participate in the meal program as it is free to enrolled Grandview students, provides nutrition the students need to learn, keeps the child nutrition program strong, and helps keep students connected with school staff. 

Elena Olmstead

Communication Manager

Grandview School District

eolmstead@gsd200.org 

desk: (509) 882-8715, internal ext. 1188

c: (509) 790-1581
                 Selah School District
The Selah School District is going to provide daily meal distribution beginning, Wednesday, September 9. 
In the Selah School District our plan is to deliver on bus routes all days of the week (Monday - Friday) from 7:00 - 8:30 a.m. in the morning.  Our District has a list of estimated times for delivery connected with specific route areas.  The Selah School District will also have daily pick-up sites at the new Robert Lince Kindergarten campus and Selah High School from 10:30 a.m - Noon; and finally, a nighttime pick-up location at Selah Middle School from 5:00 - 6:30 p.m.
 Because the Selah School District, like other Districts, did not receive the waiver from the USDA like last spring, we are required to charge using a roster system (free, reduced or full pay) for all meals.  This means we will ask students to bring ID cards to pick up their lunches.  Student accounts will be looked-up in our student meals records system once an ID is presented and will be charged accordingly to their student lunch account unless they are eligible for free meals.
Additionally, the Selah School District is going to send an interest survey out to parents to see what kind of numbers are being estimated for meal prep and delivery.  The District will then send out a preorder link out weekly so families can put an order in for the following week's meals.
Finally, families should continue to check our Reopening Schools website for the most updated meal information.

West Valley School District
Child Nutrition will offer meal packs to West Valley students starting Tuesday, September 1st. These meals will be charged based on eligibility status – free, reduced-priced, or paid meals.

What:
5-Day Meal Packs will include Breakfast & Lunch

When: 
Every Tuesday in September and October

Time & Location

· Ahtanum Elementary

11:00-1:00PM

· Cottonwood Elementary
11:00-1:00PM

· Mountainview Elementary
11:00-1:00PM

· Wide Hollow Elementary
11:00-1:00PM

· Freshman Campus 

11:00-1:00PM

· Junior High School

5:00-7:00PM 
(Evening Only)

How:
Please pull up to front of building. For the safety of you and our employees, please have trunk open or door where you want your food. 

· Parent or guardian can pick up the meal packs. Students are not required to be present. However, we will need to verify student’s first and last name. 
· Starting September 8th, student ID cards will be required to pick up a meal pack.
· Elementary Students – Student ID cards will be available during the midday meal pick up at their enrolled school. 
· Secondary Students – Student ID cards will be available during the evening pick up at the JH. Meals may be picked up at any school and time frame listed above.

Breakfast & Lunch Menu

5-Day Bulk Meal Price 

	Grade Level
	Full Price
	Reduced Price

	Breakfast & Lunch
	5 Days
	5 Days

	Grades K-3
	$25.50
	No Charge

	Grades 4-12
	$25.50
	$2.00


Free & Reduced-Price Meal Application


· If you have not applied for free or reduced-price meals, please apply immediately at www.myschoolapps.com. If approved for free or reduced-price meals, your benefits will begin on the day we process the application. We encourage all families to apply for these benefits.

Special Dietary Accommodations

· We will make reasonable modifications to meals on a case-by case-bases to accommodate disabilities which restrict a child’s diet. 

· Please contact Child Nutrition Director, Magieline Benedicto, for more information. 

               Wapato Public Schools
The Wapato Public Schools food services plan that will be used during the distance learning model includes the distribution of “grab-and-go” meals 2-days per week, except for the first week of school which is explained below.
The distribution days will be Monday and Wednesday from 9:30am-12:30pm each day.  There will be three distribution sites.  They include the Simcoe Elementary School bus-loop, Camas/Satus Elementary Schools bus-loop and the west side of Wapato High School (this is the side of the school nearest the tennis courts).  Families picking up meals can receive them from any of the sites, meaning they don’t have make a point to go to the school at which their child attends.
On Mondays families will receive two days worth of breakfasts and lunches for each of their children attending Wapato Public Schools.  On Wednesdays families will receive three days worth of breakfasts and lunches for their enrolled students.
Please note the National School Lunch Program (NSLP) only allows for the District to distribute meals to students enrolled in the Wapato School District.  Each enrolled student will receive a bar-coded meals card prior to the start of school on September 8th that families will need to present and have scanned each time they show up for a meals distribution day.
Since the first day of school for Wapato Public Schools is Tuesday, September 8th, the District will conduct only one distribution day that week.  It will take place on the first day of school (Sept. 8) and each enrolled student will receive 4-days worth of meals for the first week.  The two day a week distribution will begin the week of September 14th.

East Valley School District
Only students enrolled in the East Valley School District will qualify for bulk meals.  Families must submit a Free & Reduced Price Meal application in order to qualify for free and reduced price meals.

The East Valley School District will be offering a bulk meals service 1-day each week.  The distribution day will be Tuesdays from 11:30am-1:30pm at three distribution sites.  The distribution sites include East Valley Central Middle School, Terrace Heights Elementary School and Moxee Elementary School.

The weekly distribution will start on the first day of school, September 8th, and include 5-days worth of breakfasts and lunches.  Either parents or students can pick up the meals however a student ID card will be required in order for families to receive the meals.
If families cannot make during the distribution day they should contact the District at 509-573-7466.  

Meal prices and menus are available on the East Valley District’s website at www.evsd90.org 

