
Counties Eligible for Lower Risk, 
Beginning May 21
Beginning May 21, counties will be eligible for the option to 
move weekly to the Lower Risk health and safety restrictions 
in Oregon’s Risk Level Framework. To do so, they must:

• Reach 65% of the county population 16 and older with  
a first vaccine dose and submit a complete plan to 
OHA which details how the county plans to close the 
equity gaps in their vaccination efforts.

Counties will be eligible for state resources to help 
achieve these goals, and will be eligible for additional 
funding as they demonstrate making progress towards 
closing their equity gaps.
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Vaccination is Oregon’s surest path to making sure Oregonians and their loved ones are 
protected from COVID-19, and to more fully reopening our economy and lifting health 
and safety restrictions. Achieving county-level and statewide vaccination goals will 
ensure that COVID-19 can no longer spread in our communities.

Statewide Lifting of Risk Level Framework
Statewide, Oregon must reach 70% of the population 16 and 
older with a first vaccine dose in order to more fully reopen 
Oregon’s economy by lifting most of the health and safety 
restrictions imposed by the Risk Level framework.

• All health and safety requirements for counties under 
the Risk Level framework, other than some mask and 
distancing requirements, based on CDC guidance, 
will be lifted and counties will no longer be assigned 
risk levels.*

• Statewide, Oregon must continue to work towards 
closing equity gaps for communities of color.

* Oregon public schools will still be required to follow Ready Schools, Safe Learners health and safety requirements, with 
the Oregon Health Authority and Oregon Department of Education updating that guidance for the 2021-22 school year to 
lift most restrictions based on CDC guidance.
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