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Federal Charges Filed After Traffic Stop Yields More Than 200 Pounds of
Methamphetamine

PORTLAND, Ore.—A Portland man is facing federal charges today after he was caught
transporting more than 200 pounds of methamphetamine on Interstate 5 near Tualatin, Oregon,
announced the U.S. Attorney’s Office for the District of Oregon.

Juan Manuel Berrelleza Leyva, 22, a Mexican national residing in Portland, has been charged by
criminal complaint with conspiring to possess and possessing with intent to distribute
methamphetamine and heroin.

According to court documents, on January 21, 2024, law enforcement received information that a
suspected drug trafficker, later determined to be Leyva, was transporting drugs on Interstate 5
toward Portland. That evening, investigators observed the suspect’s vehicle traveling north
between Salem, Oregon, and Tualatin. After briefly failing to yield to the investigators’ attempts
to initiate a traffic stop, Leyva, the vehicle’s driver and sole occupant, pulled over.

After a narcotics K-9 alerted to the vehicle, investigators searched it and located more than 200
pounds of methamphetamine concealed in a duffle bag, suitcase, and trash bag. Investigators also
located and seized just over two pounds of heroin. Leyva admitted to entering the United States
approximately seven months prior and being responsible for picking up drug shipments in other
states and transporting them to the Portland area.

Leyva made his first appearance in federal court today before a U.S. Magistrate Judge and was
ordered detained pending further court proceedings.

This case is being investigated jointly by the U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA),
Homeland Security Investigations (HSI), and the Westside Interagency Narcotics Team (WIN).
It is being prosecuted by Scott M. Kerin, Assistant U.S. Attorney for the District of Oregon.

WIN is a Washington County, Oregon-based High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area (HIDTA)
task force that includes members from the Washington County Sheriff’s Office, Beaverton and
Hillsboro Police Departments, Oregon National Guard Counter Drug Program, DEA, FBI, and
HSI.

A criminal complaint is only an accusation of a crime, and a defendant is presumed innocent
unless and until proven guilty.
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