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Oregon Man Sentenced to Federal Prison for Conspiracy to Engage in Animal 

Crushing Resulting in the Torture, Mutilation and Murder of Monkeys 

EUGENE, Ore.—An Oregon man was sentenced to federal prison today for his role in a 

conspiracy to torture, mutilate, and murder monkeys, and then produce and distribute videos of 

those acts in exchange for money raised by an online animal abuse group. 

David Christopher Noble, 48, of Prineville, Oregon, was sentenced to 48 months in federal 

prison and three years’ supervised release. 

“The victims in this case cannot speak for themselves, but the impact of the grotesque violence 

brought upon them is unmistakable. At the direction of David Noble and his co-conspirators, the 

producers of these animal abuse videos not only killed monkeys but did so in a way that 

extended their pain and suffering as long as possible,” said Nathan J. Lichvarcik, Chief of the 

U.S. Attorney’s Office Eugene and Medford Branch Offices. “Today’s sentence should make it 

clear to others engaged in this heinous conduct that they will be held responsible for their 

crimes.” 

“David Noble's depraved actions not only inflicted unspeakable agony upon innocent creatures 

but also tainted the very essence of humanity’s moral fiber,” stated Special Agent in Charge 

Robert Hammer, who oversees HSI operations in the Pacific Northwest. “Under Noble's 

direction, the production and distribution of grotesque animal abuse videos represented a dark 

descent into the abyss of cruelty and exploitation. Today’s sentencing underscores our 

unwavering commitment to holding individuals like Noble accountable for their reprehensible 

crimes against compassion and decency.” 

According to court documents, from January 2022 through February 2023, Noble conspired with 

others in the District of Oregon and elsewhere to send multiple online payments to co-

conspirators overseas to fund the production of videos depicting the torture, mutilation and 

murder of monkeys. In furtherance of the conspiracy, Noble administered an online group 

wherein members would raise funds to produce, discuss ideas for, and share animal abuse 

videos. 

In Noble’s messages to the group, he expressed his enjoyment of videos depicting the torture and 

murder of long-tailed macaques, which members of the group, including Noble, referred to as 

“rats.” In one message to the group sent in June 2022, Noble expressed that the only thing he did 

not like in abuse videos was when the torturers “kill the rats too quickly,” and he further 

expressed a desire that they “keep it alive make it suffer make sure it knows to fear you and that 
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you end its existence at any time.” In another message, Noble claimed “the noises they make 

from pain and abuse are some of my favorite sounds.” 

In 2006, Noble, a former United States Air Force officer, was dismissed from the Air Force and 

ordered to serve six months in military custody following a court martial for fraud and an 

unprofessional relationship. In early February 2023, following the investigation in this case, 

investigators executed a search warrant on Noble’s residence and found approximately 50 videos 

depicting animal abuse, along with several firearms and ammunition. 

On May 18, 2023, a federal grand jury in Eugene returned an indictment charging Noble with 

conspiring to engage in animal crushing and creating and distributing animal crush videos, 

creating animal crush videos, and illegally possessing a firearm as a dishonorably discharged 

person. 

After his home was searched, Noble relocated from Prineville to Henderson, Nevada, and, on 

June 13, 2023, was arrested in Henderson. The next day, he made his first appearance in federal 

court in Las Vegas and was ordered detained pending his transfer to Oregon. On July 21, 2023, 

after arriving in Oregon, Noble was again ordered detained based on the nature of his offenses, 

including the extreme violence associated, and his possession of firearms. 

On January 10, 2024, Noble pleaded guilty to conspiring to engage in animal crushing and 

creating and distributing animal crush videos. 

This case was investigated by Homeland Security Investigations (HSI) and prosecuted by 

William M. McLaren and Adam E. Delph, Assistant U.S. Attorneys for the District of Oregon. 
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