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Central Oregon Drug Trafficker Sentenced to Federal Prison 

PORTLAND, Ore.—A Central Oregon drug trafficker who conspired with others to traffic 

fentanyl and methamphetamine to Madras and Redmond, Oregon, and surrounding areas, was 

sentenced to federal prison today. 

Israel Sarabia, 30, of Culver, Oregon, was sentenced to 70 months in federal prison and five 

years’ supervised release. 

According to court documents, as part of a joint drug trafficking investigation by the U.S. Drug 

Enforcement Administration (DEA) and the Central Oregon Drug Enforcement Team (CODE), 

investigators learned that a Central Oregon drug trafficking organization was using a courier to 

transport bulk quantities of drugs from either Southern California or Mexico into Oregon. On 

December 10, 2022, investigators located and stopped the courier in Klamath Falls, Oregon. 

While searching the courier’s vehicle, investigators located three packages containing 

approximately 30,000 counterfeit Oxycodone pills that later tested positive for fentanyl. 

Further investigation revealed that the courier was traveling to Sarabia’s residence and that he 

had been tasked by Sarabia with bringing him fentanyl from Southern California or Mexico. On 

March 15, 2023, investigators located and arrested Sarabia near his residence in Culver. On the 

same day, investigators located and seized 519 grams of methamphetamine, more than 1,000 

fentanyl pills, 41 grams of cocaine, and nine firearms from the residence of a co-conspirator who 

was working for Sarabia and storing drugs on his behalf. 

On March 15, 2023, a federal grand jury in Portland returned a six-count indictment charging 

Sarabia and an accomplice with conspiring with one another to distribute and possess with intent 

to distribute fentanyl and methamphetamine, possessing with intent to distribute fentanyl, and 

distributing fentanyl and methamphetamine. A third individual was also charged with 

conspiracy.  

On August 21, 2023, Sarabia pleaded guilty to conspiracy to distribute and possess with intent to 

distribute fentanyl and methamphetamine. 

This case was investigated by DEA and CODE. It was prosecuted by Lewis S. Burkhart, 

Assistant U.S. Attorney for the District of Oregon. 

The CODE team is a multi-jurisdictional narcotics task force supported by the Oregon-Idaho 

High-Intensity Drug Trafficking Area (HIDTA) program. CODE includes members of the Bend, 

Redmond, Prineville, Madras, Sunriver, and Black Butte Police Departments; the Warm Springs 
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Tribal Police Department; the Deschutes, Crook, and Jefferson County Sheriff and District 

Attorney’s Offices; the Oregon State Police; the Oregon National Guard; DEA; and the FBI. 
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