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Upcoming Lecture: “No Child Left Monolingual” 
Submitted by Patricia Gimenez-Eguibar 

On Thursday, January 19,2020 at 
4:00 p.m., Dr. Kim Potowski will 
present a lecture, “No Child Left 
Monolingual,” at WOU under the 
joint sponsorship of the College of 
Liberal Arts & Sciences and the 
College of Education. This will take 
place in the Willamette Room at the 
Werner University Center.  
 
Dr. Potowski is a Professor of 
Hispanic Linguistics in 
the Department of Hispanic and 
Italian Studies at the University of 
Illinois at Chicago. She studies the 
promotion of minority languages 
and multilingualism, particularly 
via elementary schooling.  
 
Her work particularly focuses 
on Spanish in the United States, 
including factors that influence 
intergenerational language 
transmission, connections between 
language and identity, and 
heritage language education. Some 
of her recent research includes 
language development in dual 
immersion schools; Mexican and 
Puerto Rican Spanish in Chicago, and 
the language and identity of mixed 
“Mexi-Rican” individuals; the 
teaching of heritage languages, 
particularly Spanish in the U.S.; 
Spanish use in Chicago quinceañera 
celebrations; and the use of 
“Spanglish” in commercially 
published greeting cards. 
She is the author of multiple books 
(http://potowski.org/publications) 
and journal publications.  
 
Dr. Potwoski states, “The U.S. has 
always been a linguistically diverse 
nation, but the overall climate 
usually discourages and sometimes 

outright discriminates against the 
use of non-English languages, to the 
point that the grandchildren of 
immigrants often don’t speak their 
grandparents’ language anymore. 
This wastes the wonderful resource 
of hundreds of non-English languages 
spoken in communities across the 
U.S. In addition, overall we don’t do 
a great job teaching foreign 
languages to monolingual English-
speakers.” 
 
This talk will explore 
several myths about 

languages in the U.S., presenting 
arguments and strategies that favor 
promoting multilingualism among our 
population. 
 
If you have questions, please contact 
Patricia Giménez-Eguíbar 
at gimenezp@wou.edu.

 

Lecture presented by the College of Liberal Arts & Sciences and the College of Education

Dr. Kim Potowski • Professor of Hispanic Linguistics, University of Illinois

This lecture explores several 
myths about languages in 
the U.S., presenting arguments 
and strategies that favor 
promoting multilingualism among 
our population.

Dr. Potowski’s work focuses on Spanish in the 
United States, including factors that influence 
intergenerational language transmission, connections
 between language and identity, and heritage language education. 

“The U.S. has always been a linguistically diverse nation, but the overall climate 
usually discourages and sometimes outright discriminates against the use of 
non-English languages, to the point that the grandchildren of immigrants often 
don’t speak their grandparents’ language anymore.”  


