TO:
CC:

Office of the President-Elect, Joseph R. Biden Jr.
Biden-Harris Transition Team

DATE: November 23, 2020

RE:

Nomination of Rep. Marcia Fudge as U.S. Secretary of Agriculture

We recommend the nomination of Representative Marcia Fudge (D-OH) to the position of
United States Secretary of Agriculture. We are a wide cross-section of food banks, hunger relief and
anti-poverty organizations who have withessed Rep. Fudge’s leadership on public nutrition programs,
support for farmworkers and the root causes of hunger. Some of her accomplishments include:

Serving as the first African-American and female mayor of Warrensville Heights, Ohio — and,
since 2008, as the Congressional representative of most of the majority-black precincts of
Cleveland and part of Akron, and as the Chair of the Congressional Black Caucus in the 113th
Congress. Presently, Rep. Fudge is also the Chair of the Agriculture Subcommittee on Nutrition,
Oversight, and Department Operations and has used this position to advocate for programs to
address food insecurity and address the root causes of hunger.

Leading as one of the foremost advocates in Congress for public nutrition programs such as the
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP). As chair of the House Agriculture
subcommittee on nutrition, she called hearings last summer into shortcomings in the Trump
administration’s food-box giveaway program. Her championship of SNAP--a program that has
kept millions of people out of food insecurity and a critical component of our federal safety net
for low-income Americans--is unparalleled and demonstrates a deep understanding of
community needs.

Co-leading advocacy for The Pandemic Child Hunger Prevention Act earlier this year to allow all
children to access breakfast, lunch, and after-school snack programs either in school or through
"grab and go" and delivery options--an especially critical option as communities continue to
wrestle with closed schools during COVID-19.

Winning approval of Ohio's request to enable SNAP recipients across the state to utilize SNAP
EBT cards to purchase groceries online at authorized online retailers.

Co-introducing legislation to help streamline the donation of food by farmers to food banks
across the country to help confront the growing food insecurity related to the COVID-19
pandemic. The Farm to Food Bank Enhancement Act would provide $25 million for states to
expand or establish new Farm to Food Bank Projects as part of The Emergency Food
Assistance Program, or TEFAP. The federal funding will be used to cover up to 100 percent of
harvesting, processing, packaging, and transportation costs for covered commodities.

(continued)



As advocates who work with people experiencing the increased food insecurity that COVID-19 and
related economic impacts have brought to communities across the United States, we back the
compassionate leadership of Rep. Fudge and believe that she would make essential
contributions to the Biden-Harris Administration on these issues.

We appreciate your consideration of Rep. Fudge and stand ready to support her nomination through

the confirmation process.
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