MEDIA RELEASE

Vehicle of Missing Person, Ralph Brown, Located in the Willamette River
May 13, 2022

On the afternoon of Friday, May 13, 2022, Washington County Sheriff's Office deputies learned the
vehicle belonging to 77-year-old Ralph Brown, who was reported missing on May 16, 2021, was
located in the Willamette River, near Roger’s Landing Boat Ramp. The vehicle was fully submerged
and approximately 40 feet deep when a private company, Adventures With Purpose, located it.

Yamhill County Sheriff's Office patrol deputies, detectives from their Special Investigation Unit (SIU),
and Marine Patrol responded to the boat ramp after Adventures With Purpose notified them that they
believed they had located the vehicle. Yamhill County deputies said Adventures With Purpose provided
a license plate they pulled off the submerged vehicle. A Yamhill County deputy confirmed the license
plate belonged to Ralph Brown’s vehicle he was believed to have been driving when he went missing.

Yamhill County deputies and Adventure With Purpose worked through the evening to remove the
vehicle from the Willamette River. Once removed, investigators found human remains in the vehicle.
The Yamhill County Medical Examiner was there to investigate but could not immediately identify the
remains.

Detectives from the Washington County Sheriff’'s Office Violent Crimes Unit at the boat ramp to assist
with the investigation.

The investigation is ongoing, and as additional information becomes available, the Washington County
Sheriff’s Office and the Yambhill County Sheriff's Office will make them available.

Members of the Violent Crimes Unit are called upon to investigate serious violent crimes such as
homicides, suspicious deaths, adult sexual assaults, kidnappings, robberies, extortion, serious
assaults, elder abuse, and missing persons.
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MEDIA CONTACT: 503-209-5613
“CONSERVING THE PEACE THROUGH VALUES DRIVEN SERVICE”


https://www.flashalertnewswire.net/images/news/2021-09/1128/145068/MR210903_update_Detective_Continue_To_Ask_For_the_Public%E2%80%99s_Help_in_Locating_Ralph_Brown.pdf?fbclid=IwAR16rPBiD0tCEEyJvkIl37KxUf8J6M2sa4lT6DKY0rzcZw7smNY0P2ZTUZc
https://adventureswithpurpose.com/
https://www.co.washington.or.us/Sheriff/FightingCrime/CriminalInvestigations/violent-crimes-unit.cfm

