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California Man Sentenced to 25 Years in Federal Prison for Kidnapping 

Former Dating Partner, Illegal Firearm Possession 

MEDFORD, Ore.—On May 17, 2022, a Humboldt County, California man was sentenced to 25 

years in federal prison for the armed kidnapping of three adult victims, including a former dating 

partner, and illegally possessing a stolen firearm as a convicted felon. 

George Gene Rose, 45, was sentenced to 300 months in federal prison and five years’ supervised 

release. 

“Mr. Rose’s callous and terrifying kidnapping of his former partner and two other adult victims 

warrant the lengthy prison sentence imposed today. We hope this sentence will bring some 

measure of peace and closure for these victims after this harrowing ordeal,” said Scott Erik 

Asphaug, U.S. Attorney for the District of Oregon.  

“The physical and emotional toll Mr. Rose subjected his victims to cannot be undone; however, 

our hope is that today’s sentence begins the healing process for these victims. His actions were 

cold-blooded and egregious and physical and emotional violence of this kind will not be 

tolerated,” said Kieran L. Ramsey, Special Agent in Charge of the FBI in Oregon. 

According to court documents, on August 3, 2020, Rose entered the apartment of his first victim, 

a former dating partner, and waited for them to return home from work. Once inside, he stole a 

shotgun and several shotgun shells belonging to the victim’s landlord. When the victim returned 

home with a roommate, Rose confronted both individuals and ordered them to the ground at 

gunpoint. He bound both by their hands and feet and placed duct tape over their mouths and 

faces. Rose located a third victim in an adjacent bedroom and tied them up in a similar manner at 

gunpoint. When the third victim tried to break free of the binding, Rose struck them in the head 

with the butt of the stolen shotgun. 

Rose then forced all three victims into a stolen pickup truck and fled. Several hours later, he 

released his second and third victims in a rural area of Northern California and told them to seek 

help from a house located two miles away. Rose continued driving north toward Oregon, while 

his first victim faded in and out of consciousness. Near Talent, Oregon, Rose abandoned the 

truck and led his first victim, who was not wearing shoes, through a densely wooded area. He 

repeatedly voiced his intention to kill the victim and himself. 

Three days after the kidnapping, Rose’s victim convinced him to turn himself in. Rose eventually 

allowed the victim to knock on the door of a nearby residence and negotiate the terms of his 
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surrender to police. Rose was arrested in possession of the stolen shotgun and more than two 

dozen shotgun shells. 

On May 20, 2021, a federal grand jury in Medford returned a two-count indictment charging 

Rose with kidnapping and illegally possessing a firearm as a convicted felon. On September 27, 

2021, he pleaded guilty to both charges. 

U.S. Attorney Asphaug and Special Agent in Charge Ramsey made the announcement. 

This case was investigated by the FBI with assistance from the Jackson County Sheriff’s Office, 

Humboldt County Sheriff’s Office, and the Humboldt County District Attorney’s Office. It was 

prosecuted by John C. Brassell, Assistant U.S. Attorney for the District of Oregon. 

Domestic violence involving a current or former partner is a serious crime that includes both 

physical and emotional abuse. Sometimes these crimes are hidden from public view with 

survivors suffering in silence, afraid to seek help or not knowing where to turn. The traumatic 

effects of domestic violence also extend beyond the abused person, impacting family members 

and communities. 

If you or someone you know are in immediate danger, please call 911. 

If you need assistance or know someone who needs help, please contact the National Domestic 

Violence Hotline by calling 1-800-799-SAFE (7233) or texting “START” to 88788. Many 

communities throughout the country have also developed support networks to assist survivors in 

the process of recovery. 
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