
 
 

 

 

COWLITZ COUNTY                SHERIFF’S OFFICE 
 
 

BRAD THURMAN, SHERIFF 
 

 

Leadership * Service * Excellence * Sacrifice 

 

312 SW 1st Ave., Kelso Washington 98626  *  360-577-3092  * FAX 360-423-1047 

Website: www.co.cowlitz.wa.us/sheriff  * Email: sheriff@co.cowlitz.wa.us 

Since 1854  

 

 

 

A20-489 

Death Investigation 

February 2, 2023 

  

  

In February 2020, human skeletal remains were found by a longshoreman at the 

Weyerhaeuser dock in Longview, Washington. Detectives with the Cowlitz County 

Sheriff’s Office and members of the Cowlitz County Coroner’s Office searched the area 

and found a nearly complete skeleton buried in thick blackberry bushes. The skeleton was 

collected, and the scene was processed. The skeletal remains were sent to the King 

County Medical Examiner’s Office for a full forensic examination. The examination 

showed no signs of trauma, and the cause of death is unknown. A forensic odontologist 

made a dental record for comparison with the National Missing Person’s Database. 

Anthropological analysis suggested that the skeletal remains belonged to an adult 

Caucasian or Hispanic male.  

  

In November of 2021, Detectives began working with Othram, a private DNA lab that 

specializes in advanced forensic DNA testing. Using Forensic-Grade Genome 

Sequencing® and genetic genealogy, they were able to identify potential family members 

of the unidentified subject. Detectives contacted the family and learned that they had a 

missing family member. Jade David Feigert was 22 years old and living in Columbia 

County, OR when he went missing in February 2017. Feigert was last seen when he was 

dropped off in Kelso, WA by his mother.  

  

Detectives worked with Feigert’s mother, Monica Feigert, and sent her DNA profile, 

which she had from a consumer DNA testing company to Othram. Othram compared the 

DNA and determined that it was a match to a mother/son relationship. Detectives also 

contacted Feigert’s father, Michael Smith, who lives in Texas. 

  

Detectives had also worked with the National Missing and Unidentified Persons System 

(NamUs). NamUs is a nationwide tracking system for missing and unidentified subjects. 

The Cowlitz County Sheriff’s Office had entered the characteristics of the remains into 

NamUs. The Columbia County Sheriff’s Office had entered Feigert’s information into 

NamUs when his family had reported him missing in March of 2021. After Othram led 

Detectives to Feigert, NamUs had a Forensic Odontologist compare the dental records of 

the two subjects and determined that they matched. 
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Cowlitz County detectives notified Monica Feigert and Michael Smith of the positive 

identification. The Cowlitz County Coroner’s Office will work with the family to turn 

over Jade’s remains.  

  

There is no indication that Jade Feigert died as a result of a crime and the investigation 

will be closed. 

  

Attached is a photo of Feigert that was provided by the family when they reported him 

missing. 

  

The family is requesting privacy at this time and does not wish to be contacted by the 

media. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

Troy Brightbill 

Chief Criminal Deputy 

Cowlitz County Sheriff’s Office 
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